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Cemetery Symbols Expert to Share Her Savvy  
As Society Readies Its Annual Oak Ridge Walk  

     The Sangamon County Historical 
Society kicks off its fall season with a 
triple play, all tied to the 200th anni-
versary of the State of Illinois. 
    Archaeologist Dawn Cobb taps into 
the gravestone monuments and motifs 
you'll be seeing on the Society's annual 
Oak Ridge Cemetery walk in October 
with a visual presentation on Tuesday, 
September 18 in Carnegie Room North 
at the City of Springfield's Lincoln 
Library starting at 5:30 p.m. The meet-
ing is free and open to the public. 
   Cobb, director of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources' Cultural 
Resource Management Program since 
2016, is co-author of Cemeteries of 
Illinois: A Field Guide to Markers, 
Monuments and Motifs.  
     She and her co-author Hal Hassen, 
who directed the Cultural Resource 
Management Program from 1990 to 
2015, assembled nearly 300 photos for 
the book that has become a handy 
guide for  amateur genealogists, histo-
rians, and cemetery buffs seeking to 
decipher and understand the historical 
trends associated with the symbols on  
gravestones and markers.  

     "We thought this would be an ideal 
way to broaden our historical under-
standing of what we will be seeing at 
the Oak Ridge Cemetery Walk in Oc-
tober,ò noted Mary Alice Davis, SCHS 
program co-chair and coordinator of 
the Oak Ridge event to be held on Sun-

day, October 14.  
      "Cobb, and her co-author, Hal Has-
sen, are true experts when it comes to 
explaining the style, statuary, and de-
signs at Oak Ridge. This is of particu-
lar interest to us, especially since this 
year's walk is an official State Bicen-

tennial Event focusing on individuals 
with a tie to the development of 
Springfield and Sangamon County." 
     More than 10,000 area residents 
and visitors have participated in the 
Societyôs annual Oak Ridge Walk 
since its inception in 1996. After a hia-
tus reflecting cemetery internal policy 

and administrative changes, the 
popular historical walk was 
revived in 2015 by Davis 

when she became president of 
the Society. She has served as 

its chair since then, overseeing 
an 11-member committee. (For 

more about the work of the 
Cemetery Walk Committee, see 
page 6). 

     The Society picks up the Bicen-
tennial thread on Tuesday, October 

16 with a special Powerpoint pres-
entation by Society member Ernie 

Slottag on the History of Transporta-
tion in Springfield: From Horse and 
Buggy to High Speed Rail. The presen-
tation is part of the Springfield Illinois 
Bicentennial Coordinating Committee 
Town Hall series. (See page 3 for de-
tails).  

HISTORIAN and educator G. 
Cullom Davis (left) was pre-
sented with the Society½s first 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
at the organization½s annual 
meeting in June. More about 
the honor, Society election 
results and Special Project 
grants on pages 4 & 5.  

Dawn Cobb                                                                                      
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For Society, a Busy Summer and an Even Busier Fall  

Myvt {ol Wylzpklu{.z Klzrººººº555555555555555Vicky Whitaker   

    Historico, published 10 times a year (except July & December), is the official bulletin for 
members of the Sangamon County Historical Society. Winner, Certificate of Excellence, Illi-
nois State Historical Society.  
You can download back issues of Historico in PDF format by going to our website, 
www.sangamohistory.org or  sancohis.org. Send event announcements to historicoeditor@gmail.com.  
                                                         Vicky Whitaker , Historico Editor, Photos by Kathy Dehen, Larry Stone  

     Normally, July and August usually provide a res-

pite from the Society's monthly program schedule but 

it doesn't mean we won't take advantage of a special 

opportunity or aren't busy at work. You'll be seeing 

the fruits of the latter labor beginning this month with 

the start of a head-spinning fall line-up of programs 

and activities. 

    But first, let me thank Erika Holst, assistant curator 

of Decorative Arts at the Illinois State Museum, for 

offering, hosting and leading an exclusive members-

only tour of the new Bicentennial and Beyond: Illinois 

Legacy Collection exhibit in July. It was a terrific op-

portunity to see part of the Museum's vast collection 

and hear the back-story behind each item in the dis-

play in its historical context. I know it whetted our ap-

petite for another look and fortunately, the exhibit will 

be up through February. Don't miss it. 
 

Advancing Oral History   
     We were delighted to honor educator and oral his-

tory advocate G. Cullom Davis at our annual dinner in 

June. It also marked the start of what we see as a long-

term effort to re-establish a Sangamon County oral 

history program under the wing of the Abraham Lin-

coln Presidential Library and Museum's Oral History 

program. To that end, I have tapped our newly elected 

vice-president, Angie Weiss, to head its development 

and ask each of you to consider participating in what 

will be a "Community Archivist" project with long-

term significance. 

       This fall, working with ALPLM Oral History di-

rector and Society member Mark DePue, we will be 

developing and distributing material to all our mem-

bers that will help them determine whether they have 

the time, skills and interest in being trained to do the 

research, interviews, transcription or editing involved 

in being part of the oral history project in advance of 

training that will begin in early 2019. This is a long-

term project for the Society in much the same way as 

our extremely successful SangamonLink.org on-line 

and searchable encyclopedia of Sangamon County his-

tory edited by Mike Kienzler. Both are the types of 

projects that in the age of new media, truly fulfill our 

mission to preserve and promote county history. We 

hope you will consider being part of this newest effort. 
   

 Gateway to Busy Season  

     September's program is a natural gateway to the 

Society's annual Oak Ridge Cemetery Walk on Sun-

day, October 14, an effort whose planning involves a 

group of hard working volunteers. You can read more 

about them on page 6. October will put our focus on 

the history of transportation here, compiled by mem-

ber Ernie Slottag into a fascinating Powerpoint presen-

tation that's both a regular Society monthly program 

and part of the Illinois Bicentennial's Town Hall pro-

gram. Don't miss it! 

   We'll be announcing our November program next 

month (it's in the works) and some of the line-up for 

the rest of the year and into 2019. The Society is also 

playing an active role in the planning of the annual 

Festival of Trees, an official State Bicentennial Event 

that will celebrate the Lincoln to Victorian era period 

in Illinois history. One of our past-presidents and for-

mer State Librarian, Kathryn Harris, is honorary chair 

of this year's event and several Society members are 

also deeply involved in advisory roles to Memorialôs 

Festival committee. 

      As it has for several years, the Society will also 

decorate a tree for the regional charity event that 

draws nearly 40,000 visitors to the Orr Building on the 

State Fair grounds from November 17 through No-

vember 25.  

http://www.sangamonhistory.org/
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Term Ending 2020  
Peter Harbison  

Sue Helm  
Stephanie Martin  
Eugene Walker  
Roger Whitaker  

DIRECTORS                                                                                                                       

Term Ending  2019  
Jennie Battles  

Elaine Hoff  
Mary Mucciante  
Mary Schaefer 

Larry Stone  

Please make note of our  

official mailing address: 

SCHS 
Box 9744  

Springfield, Illinois ,  
62791 -9744  

Term Ending 2021  
Mary Alice Davis  
Kathy Hoffmann  

Sue Massie 
Doug Polite  

OFFICERS 

Committee Chairs  
Governmental/Community Affairs: Ruth Slottag  
Legal: Bruce Beeman  
Finance: Doug Polite, Larry Stone  
Membership: Stephanie Martin, Peter Harbison  
Nominating: Mary Alice Davis  
Hospitality: Marion Leach  
Publicity/Marketing: Ruth Slottag, Susan Helm  
Oral History Project: Angela Weiss 
Publications: Roger Whitaker  
Programs/Special Events:  Mary Alice Davis, 
Vicky Whitaker  
Social Media Chair:  Mary Schaefer 
Special Projects: Elaine Hoff  

 
Staff 

    Mike Kienzler, SangamonLink.org Editor  SEPTEMBER 2018 MEMBERSHIP & DONOR REPORT 
     

     The Society is pleased to welcome new members:  Andy Wasilewski, Roy 
Wehrle, Vonnie Hinesley, Roselyn Wollis, Joanne Willard, James Theis, 
Ruth Ann Theis, and Ann Kramer.  
      
     We expresses appreciation to the following for donations to the Society: 
Kathryn Harris, Perry Hall, Linda Garvert, Claudia Pecori, Sandra Pecori, 
Tri-City Public Library District, and Janine Toman. 

How We Got From There to Here:  
October to Focus on Transportation  

Society½s Contribution to Bicentennial Lineup  

     No story about the growth of Central 
Illinois from a frontier backwater to a 
modern center of government, commerce 
and industry can be told without looking at 
one of the prime forces that spawned its 
development: transportation. 
     Society member Ernie Slottag has made 
that his challenge for the past several 
months, researching and developing a pic-
torial look at how new inventions and 
transportation services transformed Sanga-
mon County and 
Central Illinois 
over the last 200 
years.  
     Slottagôs Power-
point presentation, 
on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 16, begins at 
5:30 p.m. in Carne-
gie Room North at 
the City of Spring-
fieldôs Lincoln Li-
brary and is free 
and open to the 
public. The pro-
gram, part of the 
Societyôs regularly 
scheduled monthly 
offerings, is also 
part of the Springfield Bicentennial Town 
Hall lecture series that began in February 
and concludes in November. 
    ñTransportation has always been a major 
player in the course of how Sangamon 
County and Springfield developed,ò says 
Slottag, a long-time Springfield resident 
who, prior to his retirement, served as the 
cityôs public information chief through 
several administrations. ñBut it has been 
fascinating looking back at both records, 
maps and old photos that really bring home 

the dramatic changes modes of transporta-
tion have had on the community.ò 
     Among his finds as he searched through 
local records and materials in the Sanga-
mon Valley Room at the city of Spring-
fieldôs Lincoln Library, were records of a 
patent granted to no other than Spring-
fieldôs most famous citizen, Abraham Lin-
coln, who invented a bellows system to lift 
flat bottom boats over shoals and river 
obstructions. At the time, flat bottom boats 

were used transport farm products.  
       Slottagôs talk will look at the impact 
rail service had here, early motor cars and 
the post WWII boom in highway and avia-
tion transportation that helped spawn the 
growth of suburbia here and across Amer-
ica.  

     ñWe will continue to see changes, of 

that I have no doubt,ò says Slottag. ñBut if 

we want to know where weôre going, itôs 

important to know how we got from there 

to here.ò 

 



PAGE 4                            HISTORICO  PAGE 4                            HISTORICO  www.sangamonhistory.org, SangamonLink.org                                  SEPTEMBER 2018SEPTEMBER 2018SEPTEMBER 2018                                                              

FRIENDS, FAMILY AND WELL -WISHERS  gather around G. Cullom Davis at the Sangamon County Historical Societyôs 

annual dinner which he received its first Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Honoring A LifetimeHonoring A LifetimeHonoring A Lifetime    
Saving Local HistorySaving Local HistorySaving Local History    

      Emotions ran high as nearly 100 members of the Sanga-

mon County Historical Society gathered on June 19 to pay 

tribute to G. Cullom Davis, whose pioneering efforts in the 

area of collecting oral history, spawned universal praise as 

well as careers and programs reaching far beyond Central 

Illinois. The event was held at historic Westminster Presby-

terian Church in Springfield. 

     Dr. Davis, who served as president of the Society from 

1991-1992, received its first Lifetime Achievement Award 

and a commitment by the Society to develop a volunteer 

corps of community archivists to continue his work. 

     Starting in 2019, the Society will be working with the 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum and Library to pro-

vide formal training to SCHS members interested in be-

coming interviewers, transcribers or oral history editors, the 

initial step in developing a full-scale county-wide effort. To 

that end, in one of her first acts as president, Vicky 

Whitaker has named vice-president Angie Weiss to coordi-

nate the Society's 

new Oral History 

program in con-

j u n c t i o n  w i t h 

ALPLM. 

      Dr. Davis cre-

ated an oral history 

program at Sanga-

mon State Univer-

sity (now the Uni-

versity of Illinois at Springfield) in the 1970s. Now retired, 

his early efforts continue to provide an invaluable tool for 

researchers and others, enabling them to listen to first-hand 

accounts and recollections of people who served or partici-

pated in activities, events, or decisions that helped shape 

Sangamon County. The recorded interviews made by the 

students he trained and the accompanying transcripts are 

available on-line through the Brookens Library at UIS. The 

scope of the ALPLM oral history program is much broader 

than Sangamon County.  

    Mark DePue, director of the ALPLM Oral History pro-

gram was among a trio of speakers who talked about the 

importance of oral history and Dr. Davis's contribution to it 

as part of the presentation. Illinois State Historical Society 

executive director William Furry and Illinois Supreme 

Court Historic Preservation Commission executive director 

John Lupton shared the podium to praise Davis's effort. In 

addition to a plaque, Dr. and Mrs. Cullom were awarded 

Life Membership in the Society. SPEAKERS Furry, Lupton,and DePue shared the podium. 


